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ABSTRACT 
 

Before the 1974 partition of Cyprus most areas were 
predominantly Greek-speaking. At the same time 
there were also many mainly Turkish-speaking 
settlements and a number of localities with ethnically 
mixed populations. In this paper we examine the 
continuation rise intonation tune in archival 
recordings of the speech of nine Cypriot Greek-
speaking males born between 1894 and 1934, from 
three towns. Using a functional data analysis, we 
compare their speech patterns to those of their 
Standard Modern Athenian and mainland Turkish-
speaking contemporaries, and to Asia Minor Greek, 
another Turkish contact dialect in different social 
circumstances. Our analysis reveals the presence of 
two patterns in the f0 curve shape and time alignment 
of the continuation rise tunes, demonstrating that 
even the inhabitants of relatively unmixed localities 
in Cyprus had adopted a Turkish-like intonation 
pattern in a proportion of their utterances.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Recent literature ([1-4]) supports the idea that 
ongoing language contact as experienced by bilingual 
speakers results in intonational variation and change, 
giving rise to novel patterns which may combine 
elements from both contextual languages. Speakers 
of Asia Minor Greek (AMG), a group of contact 
dialects originally spoken on the territory of modern 
Turkey, exhibit a mixture of Greek-like and Turkish-
like patterns in continuation rise utterances, both in 
the f0 curve shape and the time alignment ([3]). [3] 
also found that prosodic characteristics of Turkish 
have persisted in AMG for about a century after the 
cessation of its contact with Turkish.  

Here, we extend the study of continuation rises to 
Cypriot Greek (CyG), a Greek–Turkish contact 
variety found in predominantly Greek-speaking 
communities, while AMG was used in a 
predominantly Turkish-speaking context. We 
examine whether the Greek–Turkish sociolinguistic 
contact in Cyprus resulted in CyG speakers exhibiting 
a mixture of patterns from the two source languages 

in the intonation of their continuation rise tunes, as 
we previously found in AMG. Standard Modern 
Greek as spoken in Athens (henceforth Athenian) and 
mainland Turkish are used as controls. We show that 
CyG continuation rises indeed have two patterns of 
alignment, one similar to Athenian, the other to 
Turkish, and we compare the bimodal CyG pattern to 
that of AMG. 

Athenian is the standard variety used in Greece for 
official communication, in education and in the 
media. It does not display markedly regional 
characteristics of any traditional Greek dialect [5], but 
constitutes an amalgamation of different varieties as 
a result of internal migration in the latter half of the 
20th century [6]. The variety of Turkish examined 
here is the standard variety as spoken in Istanbul and 
Western Anatolia. Though not all the Turkish 
speakers in the corpus come from Istanbul, it was 
shown in [3] that there were no significant differences 
in their continuation rise tunes. Cyprus remained 
under Ottoman rule from 1571 until it was annexed 
by Britain in 1914 [7], acquiring independence in 
1960. When the island was partitioned in 1974, the 
population was 78.9% Greek and 18.4% Turkish [8]. 
Very little is known about CyG intonation [9, 10]. 
Regarding the effect of Greek–Turkish contact on 
intonation patterns, [11] examined the influence of 
Cypriot Greek on Cypriot Turkish but we know of no 
prior work on Turkish influence on CyG. 

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The data come from 42 male speakers: 8 Greek 
speakers from Athens, Greece, 20 Turkish speakers 
from Turkey, 5 speakers of AMG from Cappadocia 
and 9 CyG speakers from the towns of Morphou, 
Rizokarpaso and Paphos in Cyprus (Figure 1). Before 
1974, the ethnic makeup of these towns was different 
([8]): while Paphos had a mixed population (6232 
Greek, 2851 Turkish), the other two were mostly 
inhabited by Greek Cypriots (Morphou 6480 Greek, 
123 Turkish; Rizokarpaso 3151 Greek, 2 Turkish). 
There are reports that the Paphos intonation is 
perceived as rather distinct from other CyG accents 
([12, 13]). The Cypriot speakers were recorded in 
1969, eight of them were born between 1894 and 
1914 and one in 1934. The Morphou and Rizokarpaso 
speakers were recorded in interviews, the Paphos 
informant was recorded narrating a fairy tale. 
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